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Actors 

Municipality of Milan – Culture Office 

 

  

Through the mayor, the Assessorato alla Cultura and its 
museums, the Municipality of Milan is the principal 
commissioner of the restoration of the Sala delle Asse. 
 
The purpose of the project is not only the restoration of 
the artwork, but also to carry out a detailed study with 
the aim of identifying the different stages and 
determining what remains of Leonardo’s original work. 

The restoration project is part of the “Patto per Milano”, 

an agreement between the Municipality of Milan and 

the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Tourism, and is also 

one of the initiatives to be undertaken as preparation for 

the EXPO 2015 event, which will feature Leonardo as its 

leading symbol. 

 
www.comune.milano.it 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Palazzo Marino - Milan 
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The Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Tourism 
 

 

 

The Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Tourism will 
play an important role in the restoration of the Sala delle 
Asse. Involved in the project by the Municipality of Milan 
since the start, it has provided funds to start the 
restoration work on the basis of the preliminary project 
carried out by the Direzione Regionale per i Beni 
Culturali e Paesaggistici della Lombardia and the 
Soprintendenza per i Beni Architettonici e per il 
Paesaggio di Milano. 

The Ministry – represented by the Direzione Regionale, 
the Soprintendenza per i Beni Architettonici, the 
Soprintendenza per i Beni Storici, Artistici ed 
Etnoantropologici di Milano, and the Opificio delle Pietre 
Dure of Florence – has also defined the project relating 
to Leonardo’s preparatory “Monochrome” design on the 
walls (currently the most deteriorated part) and 
established study facilities for analysis of the paintings 
on the ceiling and in the lunettes. 

The involvement of the Ministry has enabled a scientific 
approach to be taken to the works, including a complex 
series of preliminary scientific investigations as part of a 
diagnostics project implemented in cooperation with the 
Politecnico di Milano, the CNR-ICVBC, and the Imaging 
Department of the Centro Conservazione e Restauro La 
Venaria Reale. The diagnostics project is gradually 
revealing the state of the paintings, the causes of their 
deterioration and the actions required to halt the 
damage, and identification of the procedures to follow. 

 

www.beniculturali.it 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Sforza Castle - Parco Sempione 

 

http://saladelleassecastello.it/
http://www.beniculturali.it/mibac/export/MiBAC
http://www.beniculturali.it/mibac/export/MiBAC
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Opificio delle Pietre Dure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Opificio delle Pietre Dure of Florence provides vital 
consultancy work on the execution of the preliminary 
diagnostic and investigative procedures, and the 
finalisation of the plan for restoration of the mural 
paintings by Leonardo da Vinci in the Sala delle Asse. 

The Opificio delle Pietre Dure was established as a 
national institution in 1975, when it combined two 
organisations that had long been active in the production 
and conservation of art in Florence: the long-established 
and renowned Opificio, founded in 1588 as a court 
manufactory and then turned into a restoration centre at 
the end of nineteenth century, and the Laboratorio di 
Restauro, which was created as part of the 
Soprintendenza in 1932, and later transferred to the new 
offices in Fortezza da Basso following the floods in 
Florence in 1966, where it has since greatly grown. 

At present, Opificio is one of the main institutions in the 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Tourism. It operates in 
three main fields: conservation, through 11 specialist 
offices and their approximately 60 restorers; research, 
both theoretical and applied to specific restoration 
cases, organised around the scientific laboratory; 
education, through the Scuola di Alta Formazione and 
several internship programmes run in cooperation with 
similar institutions in Italy and abroad. 

www.opificiodellepietredure.it 

 

 
 
 

 

Ultraviolet fluorescence 

http://saladelleassecastello.it/
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A2A 

 

In cooperation with the Municipality of Milan and the 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Tourism, A2A offers 
support to the Sala delle Asse restoration project at 
Sforza Castle in Milan through generous funding that will 
take the work to its completion. 

A2A is a multi-utility organisation in Lombardy that 
operates at the highest levels in all the sectors it works 
in (energy, networks, heating, environment). A2A plays 
an active role in the territories in which it operates, 
supporting different kind of projects and activities, 
ranging from culture to the arts, environmental issues 
and sports. 

A2A decided to contribute to the restoration works of 
the Sala delle Asse due to the great value that Leonardo’s 
Monochrome represents, not just to the city of Milan 
and region of Lombardy, but to the world, especially in 
view of Expo 2015. 

Sforza Castle has frequently been the focus of A2A’s 
attention, which it considers a major asset to the 
Lombardy region. During the 1980s the company AEM – 
one of the parent companies, with ASM, of A2A – funded 
the restoration of some 300 objects from the 
Romanesque period in Lombardy, which had been 
packed away in various storerooms. Another project A2A 
has been involved in are the many improvements made 
to the external lighting of Sforza Castle, which have 
combined aesthetic appearance with respect for the 
monument’s history, and the night-time safety of the 
city’s inhabitants and visitors. 

www.a2a.eu 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Sforza Castle 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

http://saladelleassecastello.it/
http://www.a2a.eu/it/
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ARCUS 

 

 

 

ARCUS S.p.A. is a company involved in art, culture, and 
show business and was founded in 2004 by the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage and Tourism. It is another important 
contributor to the restoration works of the Sala delle 
Asse. 

Arcus’s stated mission is to support and launch projects 
related to cultural heritage and activities, taking into 
consideration their connection with infrastructures. Its 
ultimate goal is to transform the cultural heritage from 
being considered something passive, “to be looked at”, 
into something active, a tool for development. 

Providing support to projects means identifying 
interesting and innovative initiatives in the Italian 
cultural landscape, assisting in the planning stages, 
offering organisational and technical support, 
participating with funding where appropriate or 
necessary, tracking project progress, and doing what it 
can to ensure a successful outcome. 

Arcus also takes an active role in searching out potential 
stakeholders and has the aim of coordinating all those 
activities required to promote and support a project, and 
to identify and attract further funding for initiatives 
whose objective is to improve cultural assets and 
activities within a framework of conservation, 
appreciation and development. 

www.arcusonline.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Restorers at work 

 

http://saladelleassecastello.it/
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Institutional and scientific partner 

 

 

 
Annette T. Keller – Art-imaging 

Centro Conservazione e Restauro La Venaria Reale 

CNR – Institute for the Conservation and Valorization of 
Cultural Heritage 

Culturanuova s.r.l. 

Hal 9000 s.r.l. – Haltadefinizione® 

Mauro Ranzani 

Opificio delle Pietre Dure – Scientific laboratory 

Politecnico di Milano 

 Hoc Lab 
 CBC – Cultural Heritage Centre  

Profilocolore s.r.l. 

Università di Verona – Dipartimento di Fisica applicata 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://saladelleassecastello.it/
http://artimaging.de/
http://www.centrorestaurovenaria.it/en/
http://nuovo.icvbc.cnr.it/EN/
http://nuovo.icvbc.cnr.it/EN/
http://www.culturanuova.it/
http://www.haltadefinizione.com/it/
http://mauroranzani.com/
http://www.opificiodellepietredure.it/index.php?it/156/laboratorio-scientifico
http://hoc.elet.polimi.it/
http://www.centrobeniculturali.polimi.it/index.php?page=home&change_language=EN
http://www.profilocolore.com/

